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Ritual is the poetry of religions that leads us to a moment of transcendence. When a ritual fails because
it eiter lacks content or is misleading, it loses its efficacy and its purpose. A ritual must signify something
beyond tself, whose attainment enhances the meaning and value of life.
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IMPURITY TYPE SOURCE EFFECT RESOLUTION
RITUAL Natural processes and | Temporary, contagious | Ritual purification,
substances such as defilement of persons which can include
birth, death, bodily and objects bathing, waiting, and
flows, certain animal sacrifices
carcasses, human
corpses
MORAL Sins: idolatry, sexual Long-lasting defilement | Atonement or
transgression, of sinners, land, and punishment, and
bloodshed sanctuary ultimately, exile




