Character Study of Binyamin ben Yaakov (Rabbi Judah Dardik)
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20) H. Epstein The FAO/UNEP Consultation on Animal Genetic Resources Conservation and Management, held in
1980, recommended high priority being given to indigenous breeds and, in particular, named the N'Dama,
Sahiwal and Boron breeds of cattle, Shami goats and Awassi sheep. This article describes the Awassi, an
outstanding breed of fat-tailed sheep found in many countries of the Near East. « The author is Professor
Emeritus of Animal Breeding at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel

_..In an experimental flock in Lebanon, oestrus reached its peak with regular cycles in August
and September but was still maintained on a fairly high level until December; from January to
April the heats markedly decreased in number, and from May to July they ceased altogether.
The length of the oestrus cycle varied between 15 and 20 days, with an average of 18 days.
The duration of heats ranged from 16 to 59 hours, with 29 hours on average... The Awassi ewe
displays few outward signs of oestrus. Pro-oestrus is short and rather indefinite and the onset
of oestrus abrupt, while the cessation is gradual. In Iraq, the principal lambing season of
Awassi ewes is in November, and in Lebanon, the Syrian Arab Republic and Israel in
December-January... :
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