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אשכולות
Eshkolot

Bellows Eshkolot Educators Institute for Tanakh and Jewish Studies
A Master's level year-long teacher training program in Jerusalem

• We aim to deepen the connection to Jewish heritage and engender strong links with Jewish sources so that they will become 
the building blocks and foundations of the teacher’s thinking, language and decision making and, in turn, that of her pupils.  

• We offer our Bellows Eshkolot students a variety of pedagogic tools and skills training and guide them towards developing 
meaningful, relevant, original and creative teaching methodologies in Bible and Biblical exegesis. 

• We seek paths to meaningful learning where the materials and content permeate deeply into the learner’s mind and have 
an active and significant role to play in building personality, shaping worldviews, values, beliefs and opinions. 

• The goal for teachers is to develop students who are inquisitive and curious, independent thinkers, who will relate to them 
as mentors.  

Torat Eretz Yisrael: Students study texts and methodology, improve their Hebrew language skills, encounter new people 
and cultures, and go on Tanakh tiyulim which bring the texts to life.  

Variety of learning opportunities: In one week of Eshkolot, students can have traditional shiurim in Tanakh, Toshba, 
Midrash and Parshanut; chavruta study in the Bet Midrash; seminars on pedagogic techniques; a class in biblio-drama; a 
lecture about art in the context of the Tanakh; and a guest lecture by a renowned Tanakh scholar.  

21st century pedagogy: Students are trained in educational technology in order to understand its vast pedagogical 
possibilities as well as the challenges that it places on schools.  

Contemplative pedagogy and creative classroom design seminars: Students learn how to create holistic learning 
environments where dynamic educational encounters between students, teachers and the material being studied can 
transpire.  

Textual analysis: Students learn to examine a book of Tanakh in all its literary grandeur; to uncover its theological messages, 
and to put the book in the context of world religions and modern day literature. Students study biblical stories in the context of 
exegetical, emotional, social, cognitive and creative perspectives, so that they can infuse their own teaching of Biblical texts 
with depth, excitement and personal relevance.  

Ongoing Mentoring: Close relationships are formed with teachers that extend well beyond the year at Eshkolot. Students 
know they can remain in touch for ongoing consultations, advice, to share successes and to ask for help in formulating 
classroom teaching strategies. 

Women teaching Women: The unique environment of a women's Bet Midrash led by women allows for a particular dynamic 
and atmosphere that has a positive impact on learning. Women have a distinctive approach and way of grappling with texts; 
they particularly appreciate the interface between Torah and real life. 

Touching Souls: Eshkolot teachers help students to be in touch with their own identity as Jewish women, and understand 
where they stand in the line of destiny. Women's involvement in Torah studies has a powerful, inspirational impact upon the 
fabric of the Jewish family. 


