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Arguments against HPV vaccination:

Rav Baruch Efrati (Rosh Yeshiva Shvut Yisrael):
“We are not in Sodom. We do not distribute contraception to eighth graders! And if someone
falls, this is the personal risk that applies to her and we cannot force all the ulpana to be
vaccinated because she is a sinner, and stain the hearts of all the girls with forbidden thoughts

n

Rav Dov Lior (Former Chief Rabbi of Hebron and Kiryat Arba):
“If you eat spoiled food, don’t be surprised if you gets a stomachache!....Rabbis (who endorse
vaccination) are telling us to steal and enjoy our spoils”

Rav Shimon Ben Shaya (Director Gishor K’halakha):

“We prefer the positive effect on thousands of girls of withholding the vaccine to prevent
educational confusion and are willing to pay the really dear price of the few girls that may be
infected.”

PAP smear screening makes vaccination unnecessary

Risk of cervical cancer is low in Israel

There is no promiscuity in the religious world

There is no obligation to treat a sinner

Vaccination encourages promiscuity, aids and abets sin and ruins the reputation of
schools that offer it
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1.Does halakha obligate disease prevention?
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2.Does halakha obligate vaccination in general?

Lessons from Smallpox
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Obligation to vaccinate in the modern era
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3. Does halakha obligate HPV vaccination?

The overwhelming endorsement of the HPV vaccine by the international medical community
creates a halakhic obligation to vaccinate

Rav Akiva Tatz; The question was put to Rabbi Elyashiv, who ruled that the parents should accede to
immunization despite their concerns. When asked if the reason behind this ruling was the issue of fairness and the
obligation to share responsibility, Rabbi Elyashiv indicated that it was; his reason was that since immunization of
children is normal practice throughout the world, one should follow that normative course. In fact, Rabbi Elyashiv
went so far as to assert that failure to immunize would amount to negligence.” He then continues, “Refusing
childhood immunizations on the basis of unsubstantiated fears of vaccine side-effects is irresponsible and out of
order halakhically. The danger of precipitating epidemics of measles, poliomyelitis and other diseases with
potentially devastating complications is far more real than the dangers attributed to vaccines on the basis of
anecdotal claims. Until objective evidence to the contrary accrues, the halakhically correct approach is to do what is
normal. In addition, a legitimate government’s legislation concerning standards of medical conduct adds
weight to their halakhic acceptability.

Communal responsibility to maximize herd immunity also establishes an obligation to vaccinate
against HPV
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4. Are the critics right? There is no need to vaccinate because
A. PAP smear screening diagnosises cervical cancer!

B. The incidence of cervical cancer in Israel is low!
Defining a threshold level of risk obligating vaccination
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C. There is no promiscuity among religious Jews!
D. There is no obligation to prevent disease in sinners! If you eat spoiled food, don’t be surprised if
you get a stomachache!
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E. Vaccination encourages promiscuity!
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F. Vaccination imay »aw® y»o» aids and abets sin!
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G. Vaccination ruins a school’s reputation!

6. How do modern poskim view HPV vaccination?
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