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“Al Hanisim...” Can We Pray for A Miracle?

1) Talmud Bavli Shabbat 21b
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The Gemara asks: What is [the reason for] Hanukkah? The Sages taught: On the
twenty-fifth of Kislev, the days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not eulogize on them
and one may not fast on them. What is the reason? When the Greeks entered the
Sanctuary they defiled all the oils that were in the Sanctuary by touching them. And
when the Hasmonean monarchy overcame them and emerged victorious over
them, they searched and found only one cruse of oil that was placed with the seal
of the High Priest, undisturbed by the Greeks. And there was sufficient oil there
to light the candelabrum for only one day. A miracle occurred and they lit the
candelabrum from it eight days. The next year the Sages instituted those days and
made them holidays with recitation of hallel and special thanksgiving in prayer and
blessings.

2) Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 682:1
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All eight days of Chanukah one says "For the Miracles" in the grace after meals in the
blessing of the land, and in prayer during the blessing of thanksgiving. ...

REMA: There are opinions that if one forget "For the miracles" in the grace after meals,
when one reaches "the merciful one", say: "May the merciful one make miracles for us
just like You make for our forefathers in those days at this time, in the days of Matityahu
etc."

3) Brachot 60a
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We learned in the mishna: One whose wife was pregnant and he said: May it be
God’s will that my wife will give birth to a male child, it is a vain prayer.
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Is a prayer in that case ineffective? Rav Yosef raises an objection based on a
baraita: It is stated: “And afterwards she bore a daughter, and called her name
Dina” (Genesis 30:21). The Gemara asks: What is meant by the addition of the word:
Afterwards? What does the verse seek to convey by emphasizing that after the birth of
Zebulun she gave birth to Dina? Rav said: After Leah passed judgment on herself
and said: Twelve tribes are destined to descend from Jacob, six came from me
and four from the maidservants, that is ten, and if this fetus is male, my sister
Rachel will not even be the equivalent of one the maidservants; immediately the
fetus was transformed into a daughter, as it is stated: And she called her name
Dina; meaning she named her after her judgment [din]. The Gemara rejects this: One
does not mention miraculous acts to teach general halakha.

4) Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 230:1
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5) Shabbat 32a
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Rabbi Yannai would examine the ferry and cross. The Gemara comments that Rabbi
Yannai acted in accordance with his reasoning stated elsewhere, as he said: A
person should never stand in a place of danger saying that they on High will
perform a miracle for him, lest in the end they do not perform a miracle for him.
And, moreover, even if they do perform a miracle for him, they will deduct it from
his merits. Rabbi Hanin said: What is the verse that alludes to this? When Jacob
said: “l am not worthy of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which You have shown
unto Your servant” (Genesis 32:11), and he explains: Since You have bestowed upon
me so much kindness and truth, my merits have been diminished. Similarly, the Gemara
relates that Rabbi Zeira would not go out and walk among the palm trees on a day
when there was a southern wind blowing due to the fear that the trees might fall on
him.
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6) Brachot 35b
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The Sages taught: What is the meaning of that which the verse states: “And you
shall gather your grain”? Because it is stated: “This Torah shall not depart from
your mouths, and you shall contemplate in it day and night” (Joshua 1:8), | might have
thought that these matters are to be understood as they are written; one is to literally
spend his days immersed exclusively in Torah study. Therefore, the verse states:
“And you shall gather your grain, your wine and your oil,” assume in their regard,
the way of the world; set aside time not only for Torah, but also for work. This is the
statement of Rabbi Yishmael.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai says: Is it possible that a person plows in the plowing
season and sows in the sowing season and harvests in the harvest season and
threshes in the threshing season and winnows in the windy season, as grain is
separated from the chaff by means of the wind, and is constantly busy; what will
become of Torah? Rather, one must dedicate himself exclusively to Torah at the
expense of other endeavors; as when Israel performs God’s will, their work is
performed by others, as it is stated: “And strangers will stand and feed your
flocks, and foreigners will be your plowmen and your vinedressers” (Isaiah 61:5). When
Israel does not perform God’s will, their work is performed by them themselves, as
it is stated: “And you shall gather your grain.” Moreover, if Israel fails to perform
God’s will, others’ work will be performed by them, as it is stated: “You shall serve
your enemy whom God shall send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness and in
want of all things” (Deuteronomy 28:48).
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Summing up this dispute, Abaye said: Although there is room for both opinions, many
have acted in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yishmael, and combined
working for a living and learning Torah, and although they engaged in activities other
than the study of Torah, were successful in their Torah study. Many have acted in
accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai and were not successful
in their Torah study. They were ultimately forced to abandon their Torah study
altogether.
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7) Shaarei Teshuva on Rema Orach Chayim 187
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8) Rabbi Akiva Eger on Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 230:1
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9) Ramban on Genesis 6:19
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And of all that lives, of all flesh, you shall take two of each into the ark to keep alive with
you; they shall be male and female.
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..... If you would gather a full year’s supply of food for all of them, how could the ark
hold it all? But this was a miracle of a small space containing a great quantity. And in
case you suppose that he should have made it small and relied on the miracle, the
answer is that God commanded it be made big so that it would reduce the miracle; for
such is the way with all miracles in the Torah or the Prophets - whatever is
humanly possible should be done, and the rest falls to the domain of God.

10) Ramban Shemot 13:16
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11) Kedushat Levi, Kedushot for Hanukkah, Kedusha Chamishit:
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12) Mishna Taanit 3:8
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For every trouble that should not come upon the community they sound a blast except
on account of too much rain. It happened that they said to Honi the circle drawer: “Pray
for rain to fall.” He replied: “Go and bring in the pesah ovens so that they do not
dissolve.” He prayed and no rain fell. What did he do? He drew a circle and stood within
it and exclaimed before Him: “Master of the universe, Your children have turned their
faces to me because | am like one who was born in Your house. | swear by Your great
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name that | will not move from here until You have mercy upon Your children.” Rain
then began to drip, and he exclaimed: “I did not request this but rain [which can fill]
cisterns, ditches and caves. The rain then began to come down with great force, and he
exclaimed: “I did not request this but pleasing rain of blessing and abundance.” Rain
then fell in the normal way until the Jews in Jerusalem had to go up Temple Mount
because of the rain. They came and said to him: “In the same way that you prayed for
[the rain] to fall pray [now] for the rain to stop.” He replied: “Go and see if the stone of
people claiming lost objects has washed away.” Rabbi Shimon ben Shetah sent to him:
“Were you not Honi | would have excommunicated you, but what can | do to you, for
you are spoiled before God and he does your will like a son that is spoiled before his
father and his father does his request. Concerning you it is written, “Let your father and
your mother rejoice, and let she that bore you rejoice” (Proverbs 23:25).
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