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Reuven and Gad, Leah’s Eldest Sons

Genesis 29:30-32

(30) And Jacob cohabited with Rachel also;
indeed, he loved Rachel more than Leah.
And he served him another seven years. (31)
The LORD saw that Leah was unloved and
he opened her womb; but Rachel was barren.
(32) Leah conceived and bore a son, and
named him Reuben; for she declared, “It
means: ‘The LORD has seen my affliction’;
it also means: ‘Now my husband will love
me.””

Genesis 30:14

(14) Once, at the time of the wheat harvest,
Reuben came upon some mandrakes in the
field and brought them to his mother Leah.
Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some

of your son’s mandrakes.”
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Genesis 35:19-23

(19) Thus Rachel died. She was buried on the
road to Ephrath—now Bethlehem. (20) Over
her grave Jacob set up a pillar; it is the pillar

at Rachel’s grave to this day. (21) Israel
journeyed on, and pitched his tent beyond
Migdal-eder. (22) While Israel stayed in that
land, Reuben went and lay with Bilhah, his
father’s concubine; and Israel found out.
Now the sons of Jacob were twelve in
number. (23) The sons of Leah:
Reuben—IJacob’s first-born—Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun.
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Rashi on Genesis 35:22

NOW THE SONS OF JACOB WERE
TWELVE — Our Rabbis explained that
these words are intended to tell us that
Jacob’s twelve sons were all equal — they
were all equally righteous, for Reuben had
committed no actual sin (Shabbat 55b).

Genesis 49:3-4

(3) Reuben, you are my first-born, My might
and first fruit of my vigor, Exceeding in rank
And exceeding in honor. (4) Unstable as
water, you shall excel no longer; For when
you mounted your father’s bed, You brought
disgrace—my couch he mounted!
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Genesis 42:37-38

(37) Then Reuben said to his father, “You
may kill my two sons if I do not bring him
back to you. Put him in my care, and I will

return him to you.” (38) But he said, “My son
must not go down with you, for his brother is
dead and he alone is left. If he meets with
disaster on the journey you are taking, you
will send my white head down to Sheol in
grief.”

SRR '

nr-19arn PWRN2 .9
AR P12 W NN AKRY PRI TR RN (19)

BN 381 71778 IR 7 T8 IR XHDN
KIT) I PRN-3 oy 33 TND oy (19)
FITI970 MW 1772 10K NP WY 1727

[7IRY 112 DYDY DRI


https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Genesis.35.22
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Genesis.35.22
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.49.3-4
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.49.3-4
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.42.37-38
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.42.37-38

v:Rx 972 .10

RITANK 077 °32 KD 212,701 7122 77 997 MR 227,930 PAR DX 2R RN

Deuteronomy 33:6

(6) May Reuben live and not die, Though
few be his numbers.

Genesis 29:35

(35) She conceived again and bore a son, and
declared, “This time I will praise the LORD.”
Therefore she named him Judah. Then she
stopped bearing.

Genesis 30:9-11

(9) When Leah saw that she had stopped
bearing, she took her maid Zilpah and gave
her to Jacob as concubine. (10) And when
Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a son, (11)
Leah said, “What luck!” So she named him
Gad.
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Rashi on Genesis 30:11

(1) 73 %2 FOR MY HAPPINESS! — Good
luck has come, as (Shabbat 67b) “Be lucky,
my luck (>72 73) and tire not”. Similar, also, is
(Isaiah 45:11) “That prepare a table for
fortune (73)”. The Midrashic explanation is
that he was born with the sign of the
covenant upon him. It would then be like
(Daniel 4:11) “cut down (173) the tree”. I do
not know why it (732) is written as one word.
Another comment on 732 is: why is it read as
one word? It may be connected with the root
732 which denotes faithless as though Leah
said to Jacob, “You proved faithless to me
when you married my handmaid”, like a man
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who is faithless (732) to the wife of his
youth).

Numbers 32:6-14

(6) Moses replied to the Gadites and the
Reubenites, “Are your brothers to go to war
while you stay here? (7) Why will you turn

the minds of the Israelites from crossing into
the land that the LORD has given
them?...(14) And now you, a breed of sinful
men, have replaced your fathers, to add still
further to the LORD’s wrath against Israel.
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Genesis 49:19

(19) Gad shall be raided by raiders, But he
shall raid at their heels.

Rashi on Genesis 49:19

1T 72 T2 accordingly means, “troops will troop out of
him” signifying that they (the Gadites) will cross the Jordan
with their brethren, all armed, and remain with them until
the land will have been conquered. (2) 2p¥ 73 X1 means all
his troops will return in their own tracks back to their
territory which they will receive on the other side of the
Jordan and not one of them will be missing.

Deuteronomy 33:20-21
(20) And of Gad he said: Blessed be He who
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enlarges Gad! Poised is he like a lion To tear
off arm and scalp. (21) He chose for himself
the best, For there is the portion of the
revered chieftain, Where the heads of the
people come. He executed the LORD’s
judgments And His decisions for Israel.

Rashi on Deuteronomy 33:21

xn" AND HE CAME — i.e. Gad came. (5)
ay "wx1 AT THE HEAD OF THE PEOPLE
— They (the men of Gad) marched before
the armed men at the conquest of the Land,
because they were mighty, and thus does it
state that Joshua said to them, (Joshua 1:14)
“Ye shall pass armed before your brethren,
etc.”. (6) nwy "7 np7x HE DID THE
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LORD —
because they proved true to their word and
kept their promise to cross the Jordan and to
remain there until they (the Israelites) had
conquered it and divided it amongst the
tribes.

Numbers 32:1

(1) The Reubenites and the Gadites owned
cattle in very great numbers. Noting that the
lands of Jazer and Gilead were a region
suitable for cattle,
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Numbers 32:34-36

(34) The Gadites rebuilt Dibon, Ataroth,
Aroer, (35) Atroth-shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah,
(36) Beth-nimrah, and Beth-haran as fortified

towns or as enclosures for flocks.

Sifrei Devarim 355
(2) "Blessed is He that broadens Gad": We
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are hereby taught that the territory of Gad
broadened out eastwards.

(3) "As a lion he dwells": We are hereby
taught that he dwelt near the border, (border
dwellers requiring strong defenders to repel
invaders), wherefore he is compared to a
lion.

Numbers 32:2-25

(2) the Gadites and the Reubenites came to
Moses, Eleazar the priest, and the chieftains
of the community, and said...(6) Moses
replied to the Gadites and the Reubenites,
“Are your brothers to go to war while you
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stay here?...(25) The Gadites and the
Reubenites answered Moses, “Your servants
will do as my lord commands.
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