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Dan in the North, Yehuda in the South
The Leonine Tribes

This shiur is dedicated to the memory of my mother, Naomi Ruth Zeiger z”,
whose love for Eretz Yisrael and for Torah was boundless and whose 14"
yahrzeit is today, 28 Tammuz. Yehi Zikhra Baruch.
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Judah is a lion cub. From the prey, my son, you have arisen. He crouches, he lies down
like a lion, and like a lion, who dares to rouse him?
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And to Dan he said, Dan is a lion cub, who pounces from the Bashan.

1) The Encampment around the Mishkan:
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2) Bereishit Rabbah 98:7
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“Judah is a lion cub.” This teaches that He gave [Judah] the strength of a lion and the
audacity of its cubs.

3) Bereishit Rabba 93:7
AWK WUIRD I'NR7 DN7 KL ' DR 20T 9O01F 09NY NyWA ANIF 20 DK
N1 DI7YI OI9SN NX ' DTN 17 INX TAY 7 D' NN 1T YN KXN)




3U IYAAN [V

0V APYT PRY NI MW W'Y 0'WI7 NN 1IN
The Sadie Rennert Women's Institute for Torah Studies 2

Dr. Yael Ziegler
Dan and Yehuda

D'YIN YNWWY TV NOTO NIXRN T 1717 71701 21T 7172 ARWI DTN 0VD T 7NN
,]9N'"7 DX YOIN NYRAI DY IARYI DTIN' 78K XL (V1D YO YOI |T |2
,ANTINY DT ,NNN NARY 7NY 71710 NI NaRY (T 2I'R) 2K R DNy
,AND 17WUN) DNIYY LT 2 D'YIN AT ,7NY 211 ,2TIA "X VA 12 ANDY

AR TR T2 (27 0DAT) N

R. Yochanan said. When Joseph captured Benjamin... Judah was angered and roared
in a great voice... Hushim the son of Dan heard and leaped from the land of Canaan and
came to Judah. The two of them roared together and Egypt seems likely to overturn...
he roar of a lion refers to Judah about whom it is written, “Judah is a lion cub,” and the
cry of a lion is Hushim the son of Dan, both of whom are compared to lions, as it says,
“And to Dan he said, Dan is a lion cub.”

4) Bimidbar 10:14, 25
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5) Map of the Tribes of Israel

The Twelve Tribes
in Canaan
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6) Sifrei Devarim 355
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7) Sifrei Devarim 355
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Dan is a lion cub. This teaches that he is adjacent to the border and anyone adjacent to
the border is compared to a lion.

8) Shemot 31:2, 6
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9) Ibn Ezra, Peirush HaKatzar Shemot 31:1
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[Rasag] said that these two were chosen because their tribes are compared to lions...

10) Midrash Tanhum Ki Tisa 13
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R. Hanina said.... The mishkan was made by these two tribes [Judah and Dan] and so
was the Beit Hamikdash...

11) Bereishit Rabbah 97:9
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Judah is a lion cub... This refers to Mashiach the son of David who emerged from two
tribes: his father is from Judah and his mother is from Dan and about both of the [tribes]
it is written [that they are like] lions...

12) Bereishit Rabbah 95
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Jacob reasoned that Judah killed Joseph when he brought him the cloak, as it says,
“And he said, [That is] the cloak of my son, an evil beast has consumed him!"”” (Genesis
37:33), and the evil beast refers to a lion, as it says, “Judah is a lion cub” (Genesis 49:9).

13) Rashi Bereisht 49:9
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Judah is a lion cub. He prophesied about David...

14) Toldot Yitzchak Devarim 33:22
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Dan is a lion cub, who leaps... This is Samson...

15) Kohelet Rabba 1:18
,NAN7YI NYUN [N2I0Y 1DNY ,NYI7 NNdN 12INY W' [NAI0YT7 NndN NNy vt
M2 DYDY Y NAI0T NN DONY W' 99INMNRE ARIT NYA7 1200y
NINY W' Nl lvny [nya7 nOnY AT TIT NAIv? naavy L, nyat
NP NYI7 201,71 TIT [N2IVYT7 2NY ,NYY7 DINY W [NAI0Y Iy
apPY' 1 NAIVY DNY ,NYY7 002 DONY W NAI0T7 0N DN W nanl
ANNN 12 ,'121 7972 1 2y o ('R RIY) 'Kaw Yy RN DA v LTI
DMy N 'R NNRY ' DR VT R? oMy 21y 0Ny 17ap XY

Some used their wisdom for copious good and some used it copiously for evil. Those
who used it for good are Moshe and Shelomo and those who used it for evil are Doeg
and Achitofel. Some used their strength for copious good and some used it copiously for
evil. Those who used it for good are David and Judah and those who used it for evil are
Samson and Goliath...

16) Rashbam Bereishit 49:16
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Dan will judge his nation. [Genesis 49:16] Those who interpret this about Samson have
no understanding of the profound meaning of the text at all. Would Jacob prophesy such
about a man who fell into the hands of the Philistines, who put out his eyes? [About a
man] who died amongst the Philistines in a terrible situation?

17) Sotah 9b
NYUKN DY X' DNTY [Ivny 171 470 D'091IW+ 2MNDT ,ATva 1721777 N'nn
LNTY INIR T 470 D'OSIYW+ 20T ,NTYa Np'? 12'97 11 nait

The beginning of [Samson’s] corruption was in Gaza... [Judges 16:1]

18) Bereishit Rabbah 98:14
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Dan shall be a snake on the road [Genesis 49:17]. Just as a shake is found among
women, so Samson the son of Manoach is found among women.

19) Bimidbar Rabba 10
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...This teaches that [Samson’s] father was from Dan and his mother from Judah...

20) Bereishit Rabbah 98:14
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Because Jacob saw [Samson] and reasoned that he will be the King Mashiach. When he
saw that he died, [Jacob] said, “Even this one dies!?” [Only] in your salvation, | can
[retain] hope, God [Genesis 49:18]

21) | Samuel 17:34-37
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And David said to Saul, Your servant was a shepherd of sheep for his father. And [when]
the lion and the bear came and lifted a sheep from the flock, | would go after him and
strike him and save [the sheep] from his mouth. And he would rise against me and |
would grab hold of his mane and strike him and | would kill him. Your servant killed both
the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, for he has
blasphemed the camps of the living God. And David said, God, who has saved me from
the hand of the lion and the hand of the bear, He will save me from the hand of this
Philistine.

22) Mechilta DeRabbi Shimon Bar Yochai 17:14
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David is given a hint and he intuitively understand it, as it says: “Your servant killed both
the lion and the bear...”



