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Chanukah: Why on the 25" & Why 8 Days?
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The Gemara asks: What is Hanukkah, and why are lights kindled on Hanukkah? The
Gemara answers: The Sages taught in Megillat Ta’anit: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,
the days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not eulogize on them and one may not fast
on them. What is the reason? When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary they defiled all
the oils that were in the Sanctuary by touching them. And when the Hasmonean
monarchy overcame them and emerged victorious over them, they searched and found
only one cruse of oil that was placed with the seal of the High Priest, undisturbed by
the Greeks. And there was sufficient oil there to light the candelabrum for only one
day. A miracle occurred and they lit the candelabrum from it eight days. The next
year the Sages instituted those days and made them holidays with recitation of hallel
and special thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.
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What is the difference regarding the miracles in the above sources?
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What is the significance of lighting candles based on the above?
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Why on the 25" of Kislev?
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Why do we celebrate for eight days?
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Sefer Chaggai — Prophetic and Historical background for Chanukah story
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The Gemara cites an additional proof. Come and hear that which was said to the
prophet Haggai: “Thus said the Lord of Hosts: Ask now the priests with regard to
the Torah, saying: If a person bears hallowed flesh in the corner of his garment,
and with his garment he touches bread, or stew, or wine, or oil, or any food, shall
it be sacred? And the priests answered and said: No” (Haggai 2:11-12). This
question is asked with regard to the flesh of a creeping animal and whether or not
the substances that come into contact with it become impure
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What is the significance of all the dates of Chaggai’s nevuout?
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LIGHT IN TIMES OF DARKNESS: A Symbiotic Relationship
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MISHNA: And these are the festivals of gentiles: Kalenda, Saturnalia, and

Kratesis
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GEMARA: Rav Hanan bar Rava says: When are these festivals celebrated?
Kalenda is celebrated during the eight days after the winter solstice, and
Saturnalia is celebrated during the eight days before the winter solstice. And
your mnemonic to remember which festival is that the one that occurs after the
solstice is mentioned first in the mishna, and the festival that takes place before the
solstice is mentioned after, as in the verse: “You have hemmed me in behind and
before, and laid Your Hand upon me” (Psalms 139: 5), where the word “before”

. appears after the term “behind
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With regard to the dates of these festivals, the Sages taught: When Adam the first
man saw that the day was progressively diminishing, as the days become shorter
from the autumnal equinox until the winter solstice, he did not yet know that this is
a normal phenomenon, and therefore he said: Woe is me; perhaps because I sinned
the world is becoming dark around me and will ultimately return to the primordial
state of chaos and disorder. And this is the death that was sentenced upon me from
Heaven, as it is written: “And to dust shall you return” (Genesis 3:19). He arose and
spent eight days in fasting and in prayer
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Once he saw that the season of Tevet, i.e., the winter solstice, had arrived, and saw
that the day was progressively lengthening after the solstice, he said: Clearly, the
days become shorter and then longer, and this is the order of the world. He went
and observed a festival for eight days. Upon the next year, he observed both these
eight days on which he had fasted on the previous year, and these eight days of his
celebration, as days of festivities. He, Adam, established these festivals for the sake
of Heaven, but they, the gentiles of later generations, established them for the sake
of idol worship

16) Or Zarua (Isaac ben Moses of Vienna 1200-1270)

What is the reason for Hanukkah?...My teacher R. Yehuda ben Yitzhak explained that
the miracle of the oil remaining kindled for eight days was because they were occupied
all seven days with the building of the altar and with the service vessels, as it is stated
in Megillat Taanit....That means they could immediately have prepared other oil,
but they were occupied preparing and purifying the service vessels and building
the altar, and they could not buy other oil. And thus a miracle occurred with the
cruse of oil and it lasted for eight days. Therefore, it is called Hanukkah because
of the dedication of the altar that was demolished and which they rebuilt.




The Significance of lighting the menorah — Olives:
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What does the Menora symbolize in Zecharya’s nevuah?
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Based on the above nevuot — why eight days?

[P0 MINYN YIPNN 97°0] 2 P99 72 02PN 990 (18

NN YOI (2) .WTPNRN NN YN NN ITIDN ,PYIN DY) 220070 NTIN DY DNDX /N MM (N)
,T2N NN OINV OINK XM () VYN MXIND OMNN INPN IWN D21 YN NINY NN
0MY \PN /AY 029D NN 129D ,TOPOD TUN DNIAND I UK INISP) WTN NI WY
AYN 93 MY (1) /N INDIY DY D290 DAY NN 1IN 190N NN 19999 1909 (1) .0
JINND AUNR NN NINN NN 192V /N NIN (1) :9NINRD DIMIHN /N IN 19NN DN HY 1Y)
VNP DY NN D99NN1N 091 2752 MY 139NN HN) ,TTOND 13907 7Y 1IRLVN DN (})

IUN NINN DN DSYA MIAN NN XOVND NINT NNON N DINDY (N) = [599990 2N 199300 )
91559 02 NNNY ’NY AN NN (V) 1Y NPY NWHN DIWYN DY RN ,DMNN INN INDMO
PO I, MY DN NIDIDN HN DX DNNL DTPN DN NN IOV ,MN0N N
Y DN 1N WX /NY TPTIN NAY Y 1YW DXINN M9 HNI 229y NP () .NTY MNnad
IV TN NN NN DN NN DTN 3IY D92 D17 12y (NO) IWTPN NP NN INVY NIV
.Mva

N P9 X 0299 999 (19

DN DN TY NN RIAPN DT DNP 1Y DNIY? 521 3NN NN NOND NY2 NIDY vy (D)
: D1 Y NY2IN DM NYIY) DY NYIY DTN NI 290

52 5y 27 >210) DNV DNINND Dbn ‘[bm NN 197221 DY NN NPV OPHYD DP (1D)
S INY 7m\wb1 AR )Y 7175 NN Ny YN N2IVD

2 P99 ©9193 MAYN - NPINN 9 B”7an" (20

POIAPN PR XN DN TPYYN 27102 PPN IN NIV NINYD OTIP D312 PRMAN PN ()
121N INN DD PRON PN 12 17DY RIPM NINY XIANY TY DY DN NIN NON
TPANIN MIYN] .NIXY INK TY DN NININ NMIVA PV 1N NINN INX 11D1Y D NOINY
T Y91 PRI NN TIRAD MIVH PN 11 27 TY 119) 1ONN INKR DI ND PROIND PN -
NN DX192NNDY NYPINY 19 YD NIRIN NIV MY RIM RIND VIV OTIP NINN XOM




MAPIII MND DONRND OPTY HYNIN NN NNINN MPIN NIV XON PN 1ONN
9NN 17PDY NIV NONN OTIP JWIIN DX VTP KXY DMN N2 DX IDINY WTP ROV
VTP XD NONN NN DN MIATP DI PI9 MININ MOV RIPN YO 1P

1 P99 N9 NN XNOYIN (21

NN TAN 7PN XY NIN DY MPI1IN "N TRIN MDY HNODN) 12 NWHY 1292 nwyn] ()
IR T GPIN PV NNV NANIN 123 DY NIND WIANN NN MINNYNI XINWII XIND YN
THRNY NN PRIIWN NY DINIT 1N R NANIWD NI NNHNY I DD NN J2 Y’ 129
DN ONYY NDYIND DWN PADIND DWN YITHN NAD DWHN NDION NX2D DUN INY HY
:[NANVN NP2 NNNYY DWN DXIYN P2 DY HND OWN 1N7NIY

N9 N9NINY NN NaY (22

¥ AN52Y 1NN 0N NN DOWNNNIN DIDX AN P9 .01 NNIND DN DN NONN
NN NOIY 1IADN NN JPNTI, 002NN MTNIN 0NN .97¥aW NINND DX D7) 1T TN
DY 2V DY D) INWI MINID INN DNDAPA HXIY 22 HW YMD 7Y 1D W11 NNNN
DYNDY,MNDN INN NINA NN .OINKN DD YTND NN NT MDY DN NI
NNIN DMINND NIND TANN MDY W7 NI TV NPND NN OMPR NDOT HNHDI .JIMNAYN NN
NN DNV 'NATHN MNP TY DOXMAYA XN ION PIDA 1199 NYPI NN DIPNIY ./ MNIN)
721N NN DN DXVYINNDN MNIND P NAVIN 9N DX NNIPHY DN NONN

RU=bR D)

N2 7ONNN TYY NN MIVN 1109 NN DT 90 VRN 171299 199INY NN NaY (23
MIYN MYINNN 25 NN Y90, NONN TY IND NIND TWNI 2D INID..NNP PN

NP2 199 .MIYWN YNNI Y993 11917 MIYY , 0991953 MY N3 199 NNY 1Y TUN) Y9vYNav
NN XD NANIWN N2 NNNWIA RIPNY,NIYN DY MYINNDI 1IN 990 NHYY NN
TN 199Y ...OW PV MINNA /NN MDIN OV POV ,NANIWN 1P TIND NVRD NPNY I8N
191N NATHN NONN NNIP PIYA... NN NINDND Y IDNN D922 1PINNN OINNNYN DY
NONN DY INHNYN NI 2D 90D ¥ DINOWIN NONNY TMDYN NYID PaY 103D ON
2XNTD NINHN MM NNY D) DIXXNINND MIND DAY NINN N NY INYI DIONOWIN
Y75 D2IYY 1910 INYI NNIDY NN TIWNIN MDY Y IMIYRIN 92T DINN IV
YN22) 1OWNI MONNN DY YITI - NNNYIA DIVIY PITY NNNWYL IDDPY MNNN DI DN
199) ... wNN YD IPNY QN DN PITY INVIYONTIA DN, TIND DXNNRY - PN MYTPNN
,UITNA XDNT 1VI92 DINOWIN NDNN NNNYHOZY IDT ,MINTY DMP INVIV NONNT DIV D)
TN YT XD Y ,0)29P NN DINOWIN 1IN IND NHNDNY .IDDI 17752 903 JPUNnY
STNTY NI AIRYN L JOWNN NNPY DIPPINYN P IMN YR

Josephus Antiquities VII:7

“And from that time to this we celebrate this festival and call it LIGHTS. I
suppose the reason was, because this liberty beyond our HOPES appeared to us,
and that thence was the name given to that festival”

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt”1,

“The Festival of Lights that Signifies an Extinguishable Faith”

“What endured was not the historical narrative as told in the books of Maccabees
but the simpler, stronger story that spoke of a single cruse of oil that survived the
wreckage and desecration, and the light it shed that kept on burning.

Something in the human spirit survives even the worst of tragedies, allowing us to
rebuild shattered lives, broken institutions and injured nations. That to me is the
Jewish story...the ever-renewed power of that faith whose symbol is Chanukah
and its light of inextinguishable hope.”
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