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Rav Yitzhak bar Shmuel said in the name of Rav: The night consists of three watches, and over
each and every watch the Holy One, Blessed be He sits and roars like a lion, because the Temple
service was connected to the changing of these watches ( 7osefot HaRosh), and says: “Woe to Me,
that due to their sins I destroyed My house, burned My Temple and exiled them among the
nations of the world.”
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Incidental to the mention of the elevated significance of the night watches, the Gemara cites a related
story: It was taught in a bararta that Rabbi Yosei said: I was once walking along the road when |
entered the ruins of an old, abandoned building among the ruins of Jerusalem in order to pray. I noticed
that Elijah, of blessed memory, came and guarded the entrance for me and waited at the entrance until I
finished my prayer. When I finished prayingand exited the ruin, Elijah said to me, deferentially as one
would address a Rabbi: Greetings to you, my Rabbi. | answered him: Greetings to you, my Rabbi, my
teacher. And Elijah said to me: My son, why did you enter this ruin? I said to him: In order to pray.



And Elijah said to me: You should have prayed on the road. And I said to him: I was unable to pray along
the road, because I was afraid that I might be interrupted by travelers and would be unable to focus.

Elijah said to me: You should have recited the abbreviated prayer instituted for just such circumstances.
Rabbi Yosei concluded: At that time, from that brief exchange, I learned from him, three things: I learned
that one may not enter a ruin; and I learnedthat one need not enter a building to pray, but he may pray
along the road; and I learned that one who prays along the road recites an abbreviated prayer so that he
may maintain his focus.

And after this introduction, Elijah said to me: What voice did you hear in that ruin?

I responded: I heard a Heavenly voice, like an echo of that roar of the Holy One, Blessed be He
(Mabharsha), cooing like a dove and saying: Woe to the children, due to whose sins I destroyed My house,
burned My Temple, and exiled them among the nations.

And Elijah said to me: By your life and by your head, not only did that voice cry out in that moment, but it
cries out three times each and every day. Moreover, any time that God’s greatness is evoked, such as when
Israel enters synagogues and study halls and answers in the kaddish prayer, May His great name be
blessed, the Holy One, Blessed be He, shakes His head and says: Happy is the king who is thus praised in
his house. When the Temple stood, this praise was recited there, but now: How great is the pain of the
father who exiled his children, and woe to the children who were exiled from their father’s table, as their
pain only adds to that of their father (Rabbi Shem Tov ibn Shaprut).
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Holy of Holies

Once I entered

to offer incense in the Holy of
Holies...

bless Me

and I saw Akatri-el Y-H, the

The ruin

Once I was walking on the road
and I entered

one of the ruins of Jerusalem to
pray

I heard a heavenly voice

synagogues

Each and every day... when
Jews enter

synagogues and study halls

and answer, ‘May His great

Lord of Hosts moaning like a dove Name be blessed
He nodded to me with His head He nods His head...
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MISHNA: One may insulate a pot of hot food on Shabbat eve in clothing, in produce, in doves’ wings,
in a carpenter’s wood-shavings, and in the chaff of fine flax. Rabbi Yehuda prohibits doing so when
it is fine, and permits doing so when it is coarse.
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GEMARA: Since doves’ wings were mentioned in the mishna, the Gemara cites a related story: Rabbi
Yannai said: Donning phylacteries requires a clean body, like that of Elisha, Man of Wings. The
Gemara asks: What is the meaning of the statement that donning phylacteries requires a clean body?
Abaye said: It means that one may not break wind while donning them. Rava said: It means that one
may not sleep in them.
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The Gemara asks: And why did they call Elisha Man of Wings? Because on one occasion the evil
kingdom of Rome issued a decree against Israel that, as punishment, they would pierce the brain of
anyone who dons phylacteries. Nevertheless, Elisha would don them and defiantly go out to the
marketplace. One day, an official [ kasdor] who was appointed to enforce the decree saw him; Elisha
ran away from him, and the official ran after him. When the official reached him, Elisha removed the
phylacteries from his head and held them in his hand. The officer asked him: What is that in your
hand? Elisha said to him: It is merely a dove’s wings. A miracle was performed: He opened his hand,
and, indeed, it was found to be a dove’s wings. Therefore, in commemoration of this miracle, they
would call him Elisha, Man of Wings.
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The Gemara asks: And what is different about doves’ wings from those of other birds that led Elisha to
say that he had doves’ wings in his hand? The Gemara answers: Because the congregation of Israel is
likened to a dove, as it is stated: “You shall shine as the wings of a dove covered with silver and her
pinions with yellow gold” (Psalms 68: 14). Just as this dove, only its wings protect it and it has no other
means of protection, so too the Jewish people, only mitzvot protect them.

The Dove & The Prophet 111
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For the leader; with instrumental music. A maskil of David.
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Give ear, O God, to my prayer; do not ignore my plea;

STIPINY MY TINOPN O NDYPD

pay heed to me and answer me. I am tossed about, complaining and moaning
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at the clamor of the enemy, because of the oppression of the wicked; for they bring evil upon me and
furiously harass me.
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My heart is convulsed within me; terrors of death assail me.
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Fear and trembling invade me; [ am clothed with horror.
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I said, “O that I had the wings of a dove! I would fly away and find rest;
DR AT PN TN PRIN NN

surely, [ would flee far off; I would lodge in the wilderness; selah
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Desert the cities And dwell in the crags, O inhabitants of Moabt Be like a dove that nests In the sides of a
pit.
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And if any survive, they shall take to the mountains; they shall be like doves of the valley, moaning
together—every one for his iniquity.

Passivity / Mourning (B
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I piped like a swift or a swallow, I moaned like a dove, As my eyes, all worn, looked to heaven: “My Lord,
[ am in straits; Be my surety!”
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They shall flutter from Egypt like sparrows, From the land of Assyria like doves; And I will settle them in
their homes —declares the LORD.
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And Huzzab is exiled and carried away, While her handmaidens escort [her] As with the voices of doves,
Beating their breasts.
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Nineveh has been like a [placid] pool of water From earliest times; Now they flee. “Stop! Stop!”— But
none can turn them back.
Beauty (L.ove bet. Man and woman) (C
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Who are these that float like a cloud, Like doves to their cotes?
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Behold, the coastlands await me, With ships of Tarshish in the lead, To bring your sons from afar, And
their silver and gold as well— For the name of the LORD your God, For the Holy One of Israel, who has
glorified you.
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Ah, you are fair, my darling, Ah, you are fair, With your dove-like eyes!
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“O my dove, in the cranny of the rocks, Hidden by the cliff, Let me see your face, Let me hear your voice;
For your voice is sweet And your face is comely.”
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I was asleep, But my heart was wakeful. Hark, my beloved knocks! “Let me in, my own, My darling, my
faultless dove! For my head is drenched with dew, My locks with the damp of night.”
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Only one is my dove, My perfect one, The only one of her mother, The delight of her who bore her.
Maidens see and acclaim her; Queens and concubines, and praise her.
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Noach, Yonah, & The Dove (Yonah) IV
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rLeave the ark, you and your wife and your sons... Bring out with you ... all the creeping creatures that creep
upon the earth, that they may be fruitful and multiply upon the earth.” (8:15-17)
This story may be divided into four sections, each addressing a new stage:

1. dispatch of the raven (an act that provides Noach with no information);

2. first dispatch of the dove (revealing that "water was covering all the surface of the earth”);

3. second dispatch of the dove (informing him - with the help of the olive leaf in her mouth - that »the
waters had abated from upon the earth”);

4. third dispatch of the dove (causing Noach to remove the covering of the ark and to see that "the

surface of the earth was dried up”).



N P99 NI NYID NYWUNIA /W9
YW I INT NI DY ITYIN I IMNIOVA TON KDY NNN MXA0 PPN ToN - DI NI (3
(2 NP PITMD) PYN NTINA

7And he put out his hand and took her, and brought her to him.”
rYitzchak BROUGHT HER to the tent of Sarah, his mother, AND HE TOOK Rivka and she became his
wife, and he loved her” (Bereishit 24: 67);
1Y ehuda saw there the daughter of a Canaanite man whose name was Shua, AND HE TOOK HER AND
HE CAME TO HER~ (Bereishit 38: 2);
]t happened in the evening that he took Leah, his daughter, AND HE BROUGHT HER TO HIM, and he
came to her” (Bereishit 29:23).
$NNNN-NI-N)
AN IYUNITRD- 1T TAXY PPN 139N AT :IDRT NI INY-NN NP VI : 1 P19 HPYNIL
mn
TOPYLIN R¥N ,05] N ) P9 YN
Radak (8:7 n>wx93):
»When Noach saw that he had learned nothing from the (dispatch of the) raven, he sent the dove, for the
dove has the power of imaging, allowing it to return something to its sender... It also has a natural desire to
return to its nest. Therefore it was a custom among kings to raise a dove and to send it to distant places,
attaching a note to its wings. It would then return to its sender, with a note attached to its wings by the
person who received the first letter.”

Vs. The Raven:

Yishayahu (34: 11): It will be the inheritance of wild animals of the night; the owl and the raven will
dwell in it.”

Melakhim I (17: 6) 7Go from here and turn eastwards, and hide yourself in the Wadi Kerit” (verse 3).
Dove’s cries: "I wait for the morning LIKE A LION... LIKE A SWIFT OR A CRANE, so do I chirp, I
moan like a DOVE” (Yishayahu 38: 13-14). Vs. "He gives food to the beasts, to the young ravens that cry
out” (Tehillim 147:9).

Philo of Alexandria: The ark is in effect a "mother,” or a great womb, from which the creatures of the
world were "reborn.”

Rav Yonatan Grossman: The gradual separation between the dove and the ark (and Noach) is the gradual
distancing of every person who builds his own internal world and slowly turns into an autonomous entity.
At first, the dove finds no "'rest for the sole of her foot” in the reality outside of the ark, and so she returns
to its warm familiarity, where Noach’s hand holds her. Later, the dove comes into real and tangible contact
with the reality outside of the ark (the olive branch). Eventually, she separates herself permanently from the
womb that protected her for the forty days of the Flood; she is born anew, emerging into the world outside,
accompanied by God'’s blessing: ”Be fruitful and multiply upon the earth.”
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