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1)Rav Tzadok 

"The reason why it says, 'These are the words,' is that this parasha contains two matters: 

one is that this is a repetition of the Torah, and it is the beginning of the Torah of Moshe 

Rabbeinu, which represents the Oral Torah, as it is written (Megilla 31b), 'Moshe uttered 

them [these words] from his own mouth, and as it is written, 'Moshe began to declare this 

Torah,' and as Rashi explains: 'He explained it to them in seventy languages.' And so we 

learn: 'She [wisdom] has hewn out her seven pillars' – this refers to the seven days of 

Creation (Sanhedrin 38a).  These are the seven lower attributes and as it is written in the 

Holy Zohar (Tosefet to Parashat Beha'alotekha 151a), with the seventh attribute 

corresponding to the Queen Shabbat,] or malkhut (kingship) – the mouth; it is called the 

Oral Law.] And so it is taught (Shabbat 116a): 'She has hewn out her seven pillars – 

these refer to the seven Books of the Torah.'] This Book is the seventh Book, 

corresponding to the attribute of malkhut… And this is the reason why this Sefer includes 

the Ten Commandments for a second time, as it is written (Shemot Rabba, parasha 47): 

'Now that you are contrite, I shall give you laws, midrash, and aggadot, etc 

 

1a) Ramban introduction to Sefer Devarim: 

Before he began explaining the Torah, he began to rebuke them and remind them of their 
sins, how much they rebelled in the desert and how the Almighty acted with the Attribute 
of Kindness. This was to inform them of His great kindness with them so that they would 
not return to their iniquity, lest they add to all their sins, and to encourage them, by letting 
them know that He will forever deal with them with the Attribute of Kindness. Nobody will 
then say that it is impossible to conquer the land, for there is nobody who does not sin, 
and were the Attribute of Justice be employed against him, he will be destroyed. Moshe 
therefore informed them that the Almighty is merciful and full of compassion, and His 
forgiveness and absolution serve as help and support for people in His service... These 
words of introduction and reproof extend until... the verse 'Observe His laws and 
commandments, which I enjoin upon you this day, that it may go well with you and your 
children after you, and that you may long remain in the land that the Lord your God is 
assigning to you for all time' (4:40). Moshe then called to all of Israel who were before 
him and said, 'Hear O Israel, the laws...' and began explaining the Torah, the Ten 
Commandments. 

2) vilna goan 

"Know that [all the text] from "These are the things" up to "the Lord our God" are the 

introduction to the Sefer. Therefore these verses include three mentions of Moshe 

speaking: "These are the things which Moshe spoke…"; "Moshe spoke to Bnei Yisrael"; 

and "Moshe began…." [The reason for this is] because this Sefer has three parts: from 

the beginning of the Sefer up to "Moshe called out," preceding the Ten Commandments, 

teaching 'mussar'; then, from "Moshe called out" up to the blessings and the curses in 

parashat Ki Tavo, teaching the commandments; and from then on [the section] dealing 

with the blessings and the curses and the other matters. Therefore prior to "Moshe called 

out" the text says, "These are the testimonies and the statutes…," and thereafter it 
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begins, "Moshe called out" – which is all the same subject. Likewise before the blessings 

it says, "he explained well," and thereafter, "Moshe spoke." 

And these three [matters] represent all of the Torah, and the Torah also consists of three 

Books – Shemot, Vayikra, Bamidbar. Bereishit is the root of all of the Torah. And 

therefore the Midrash is also divided into three parts: Sifra, Sifri, and Mekhilta. And this 

the meaning of the teaching, "He gave a three-part teaching" (Shabbat 88a), meaning 

three books. And the three parts of Sefer Devarim correspond to the three Books of 

Torah. In other words, "These are the names" (Shemot) corresponds to "These are the 

things"; "Vayikra" ("And He called out") corresponds to "Moshe called out," and 

"Bamidbar" corresponds to "Moshe spoke (va-yedaber)…."" 

 

rebuke 1-4:40 Verse 1-2 shemot 

mitzvot 5-26:19 3-4 Vayikra 

covenant 27-34 5 bamibar 

 

3) Ralbag-End of Shemot 

Perhaps we may say that it was the convention at the time of the giving of the Torah to fashion 

literature in this way and that the prophet expresses himself through the conventions of the times. 

4) Shemot 20:8-11 

 
 :יוֹם הַשַבָת לְקַדְשׁוֹ -זָכוֹר אֶת ח

שֶׁת יא י שֵׁׁ ים עָשָה ה אֶת-כִּ ם וְאֶת-יָמִּ בָם וַיָנַח בַיוֹם -אֲשֶׁר-כָל-הַיָם וְאֶת-הָאָרֶץ אֶת-הַשָמַיִּ
י עַל יעִּ רַךְ ה אֶת-הַשְבִּ ן בֵׁ הוּ-כֵׁ  :יוֹם הַשַבָת וַיְקַדְשֵׁׁ

"Remember the Shabbat day to sanctify it… For [in] six days God made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and He rested on the 
seventh day; therefore God blessed the Shabbat day and sanctified it."  

 

4a) Devarim 5:12-15 

וְּךָ ה א  -שָׁמוֹר אֶת יב  ::לֹהֶיךָ-יוֹם הַשַבָת לְקַדְשׁוֹ כַאֲשֶׁר צִּ
אֲךָ ה א   טו ם וַיֹצִּ צְרַיִּ יתָ בְאֶרֶץ מִּ י עֶבֶד הָיִּ זְרֹעַ נְטוּיָה עַל-וְזָכַרְתָ כִּ שָם בְיָד חֲזָקָה וּבִּ -לֹהֶיךָ מִּ

וְּךָ ה א   ן צִּ  :יוֹם הַשַבָת-לֹהֶיךָ לַעֲשוֹת אֶת-כֵׁ

"Observe the Shabbat day to sanctify it… in order that your manservant and 
your maidservant shall rest like you. And you shall remember that you were 
a servant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out of there 
with a strong hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your God 
commands you to observe the Shabbat day."  
 

5) Vayikra 23:40 

https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.88a?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
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ץ מ ים וַעֲנַף עֵׁ ץ הָדָר כַפֹת תְמָרִּ י עֵׁ אשׁוֹן פְרִּ י-וּלְקַחְתֶם לָכֶם בַיוֹם הָרִּ נָחַל -עָבֹת וְעַרְבֵׁ
פְנֵׁי ה א   ים-וּשְמַחְתֶם לִּ בְעַת יָמִּ יכֶם שִּׁ  :לֹהֵׁ

"And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of a beautiful tree, branches 
of the date palm, and twigs from the tree with thick bark, and willows of the river, 
and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven days." 

5a) Devarim 16:12-14 

י יב יתָ אֶת-וְזָכַרְתָ כִּ ם וְשָׁמַרְתָ וְעָשִּ צְרָיִּ יתָ בְמִּ לֶה-עֶבֶד הָיִּ ים הָאֵׁ  :הַחֻקִּ
 
י וְהַגֵׁר וְהַיָתוֹם וְהָאַלְמָנָה אֲשֶׁר יד וִּ תֶךָ וְעַבְדְךָ וַאֲמָתֶךָ וְהַלֵׁ נְךָ וּבִּ  וְשָמַחְתָ בְחַגֶךָ אַתָה וּבִּ

שְׁעָרֶיךָ  :בִּ

"And you shall remember that you were a servant in Egypt… and you shall rejoice in 
your festival – you and your son and your daughter, and your manservant and your 
maidservant, and the Levite and the stranger and the orphan and the widow who are 
in your gates." 

6) Shemot 17:14 

י-וַיֹאמֶר ה אֶל יד ים בְאָזְנֵׁי יְהוֹשֻׁעַ כִּ פֶר וְשִּ כָרוֹן בַסֵׁ זֵׁכֶר -מָחֹה אֶמְחֶה אֶת-משֶׁה כְתֹב זֹאת זִּ
ם תַחַת הַשָמָיִּ  :עֲמָלֵׁק מִּ

"For I shall surely erase the memory of Amalek from under the heavens" 

6a) Devarim 25:17-19 

ת אֲשֶׁרזָכוֹר  יז ם-אֵׁ צְרָיִּ מִּ אתְכֶם מִּ ק בַדֶרֶךְ בְצֵׁ  :עָשָה לְךָ עֲמָלֵׁ
ים-אֲשֶׁר קָרְךָ בַדֶרֶךְ וַיְזַנֵׁב בְךָ כָל יח לֹהִּ א א  ים אַחֲרֶיךָ וְאַתָה עָיֵׁף וְיָגֵׁעַ וְלֹא יָרֵׁ שָׁלִּ  :הַנֶח 
יחַ ה א   יט כָללֹהֶיךָ-וְהָיָה בְהָנִּ יב בָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר ה- לְךָ מִּ סָבִּ ן לְךָ נַחֲלָה -א-אֹיְבֶיךָ מִּ לֹהֶיךָ נֹתֵׁ

מְחֶה אֶת שְׁתָהּ תִּ שְׁכָח-לְרִּ ם לֹא תִּ תַחַת הַשָמָיִּ  :זֵׁכֶר עֲמָלֵׁק מִּ

"For meeting you on the way, and attacking the stragglers who trailed after you, while 
you were tired and weary…"For meeting you on the way, and attacking the stragglers 
who trailed after you, while you were tired and weary 

 

7) Devarim 7:7-8 

ים כָל-הָעַמִּ י-אַתֶם הַמְעַט מִּ בְחַר בָכֶם כִּ ים חָשַׁק ה בָכֶם וַיִּ כָל-הָעַמִּ רֻבְכֶם מִּ  :ז לֹא מֵׁ
יא ה אֶתְכֶם בְיָד  יכֶם הוֹצִּ שְׁבַע לַאֲבֹתֵׁ שָמְרוֹ אֶת-הַשְבֻעָה אֲשֶׁר נִּ אַהֲבַת ה אֶתְכֶם וּמִּ י מֵׁ ח כִּ

ם צְרָיִּ יַד פַרְעֹה מֶלֶךְ-מִּ ים מִּ ית עֲבָדִּ בֵׁ פְדְךָ מִּ  :חֲזָקָה וַיִּ

"It is not because you are more numerous than any other nation that God set His love 
upon you and chose you, for you were the fewest among all the nations; [rather,] it 
was out of God's love for you, and for Him to keep the oath which He swore to your 
forefathers… 
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8) Devarim 23:6 

י  בְרָכָה כִּ ֱ לֹהֶיךָ לְךָ אֶת-הַקְלָלָה לִּ לְעָם וַיַהֲפֹךְ ה א- שְׁמֹעַ אֶל-בִּ ו וְלֹא-אָבָה ה א-ֱ לֹהֶיךָ לִּ
בְךָ ה א  -לֹהֶיךָ  :אֲהֵׁ

"The Lord your God would not listen to Bil'am, and the Lord your God transformed the 
curse into a blessing, for the Lord your God loves you." 

9) Devarim 6:5 

ת ה א  -לֹהֶיךָ בְכָל-לְבָבְךָ וּבְכָל-נַפְשְׁךָ וּבְכָל-מְאֹדֶךָ  :ה וְאָהַבְתָ אֵׁ

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your might" (6:5); 
  

10) Devarim 11:1 

ים צְוֹתָיו כָל-הַיָמִּ שְׁפָטָיו וּמִּ שְׁמַרְתוֹ וְחֻקֹתָיו וּמִּ ת ה א  -לֹהֶיךָ וְשָׁמַרְתָ מִּ  :א וְאָהַבְתָ אֵׁ

"You shall love the Lord your God and observe His charge and His statutes and His 
judgments and His commandments for all time." 

11) Devarim 30:2-5 

"And you shall return to the Lord your God, and obey Him… and the Lord your God will 
bring back your captivity, and have mercy upon you, and gather you back from all of the 
nations… and the Lord your God will bring you to the land which your forefathers inherited, 
and you shall take possession of it, and He shall be good to you, and multiply you more 
than your fathers."  

י מְצַוְּךָ הַיוֹם אַתָה וּבָנֶיךָ בְכָל-לֹהֶיךָ וְשָׁמַעְתָ בְקֹלוֹ כְכֹל אֲשֶׁר-ה א  -וְשַׁבְתָ עַד ב -לְבָבְךָ וּבְכָל-אָנֹכִּ
 :ךָנַפְשֶׁ 

כָל-לֹהֶיךָ אֶת-וְשָׁב ה א   ג בֶצְךָ מִּ חֲמֶךָ וְשָׁב וְקִּ יצְךָ ה א  -שְׁבוּתְךָ וְרִּ פִּ ים אֲשֶׁר ה   :לֹהֶיךָ שָׁמָה-הָעַמִּ
ם ד שָם יְקַבֶצְךָ ה א  -אִּ ם מִּ ה הַשָמָיִּ קְצֵׁ דַחֲךָ בִּ הְיֶה נִּ קָחֶךָ-יִּ שָם יִּ  :לֹהֶיךָ וּמִּ
יאֲךָ ה א   ה בִּ אֲבֹתֶיךָ-הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר- אֶללֹהֶיךָ-וֶה  רְבְךָ מֵׁ בְךָ וְהִּ יטִּ שְׁתָהּ וְהֵׁ ירִּ  :יָרְשׁוּ אֲבֹתֶיךָ וִּ

 
12) Devarim 30:6 
 

נַפְשְׁךָ לְמַעַן -לְבָבְךָ וּבְכָל-לֹהֶיךָ בְכָל-ה א  -לְבַב זַרְעֶךָ לְאַהֲבָה אֶת-לְבָבְךָ וְאֶת-לֹהֶיךָ אֶת-וּמָל ה א   ו
 חַיֶיךָ

 
"And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, that you may live." 

 
13) Devarim 11:12 
 

ינֵׁי ה א  -ה א  -אֶרֶץ אֲשֶׁר יב יד עֵׁ שׁ אֹתָהּ תָמִּ ית שָׁנָה-לֹהֶיךָ דֹרֵׁ ית הַשָנָה וְעַד אַחֲרִּ שִּׁ רֵׁ  :לֹהֶיךָ בָהּ מֵׁ

 
"from the beginning of the year until the end of the year" 
 
14) Vayikra 21:5-6 
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שְרְטוּ שָרָטֶת-לֹא ה בְשָרָם לֹא יִּ קְרְחוּ[ קָרְחָה בְרֹאשָׁם וּפְאַת זְקָנָם לֹא יְגַלֵׁחוּ וּבִּ קְרְחֻה( ]יִּ  :)יִּ
ם א   ו יהֶם וְלֹא יְחַלְלוּ שֵׁׁ הְיוּ לֵׁאלֹהֵׁ ים יִּ י אֶת-קְדשִּׁ יהֶם כִּ י ה לֶחֶם א  -לֹהֵׁ שֵׁ ם -אִּ יהֶם הֵׁ לֹהֵׁ

ם וְהָיוּ קֹדֶשׁ יבִּ  :מַקְרִּ

"They shall not make a bald patch on their head, nor shall they shave the corners of their 
beard, nor make any cut in their flesh. They shall be holy to their God, and shall not 
profane the Name of their God, for it is the offerings of the Lord made by fire, the bread 
of their God, that they offer up; therefore they shall be holy." 
 
14a) Devarim 14:1-2 

ים אַתֶם לַה א   א תְגֹדֲדוּ וְלֹא-בָנִּ יכֶם לֹא תִּ ת-לֹהֵׁ ינֵׁיכֶם לָמֵׁ ין עֵׁ ימוּ קָרְחָה בֵׁ  :תָשִּ
י עַם קָדוֹשׁ אַתָה לַה א   ב ים אֲשֶׁר עַל-כִּ כֹל הָעַמִּ הְיוֹת לוֹ לְעַם סְגֻלָה מִּ י -לֹהֶיךָ וּבְךָ בָחַר ה לִּ פְנֵׁ

 :הָאֲדָמָה

 
"You are children to the Lord your God; you shall not gash yourselves, nor make a 
baldness between your eyes for the dead. For you are a holy nation unto the Lord 
your God, and the Lord your God has chosen you to be a special possession for 
Himself out of all the nations that are upon the face of the earth." 

 
15) Vayikra 22:8 

פָה לֹא יֹאכַל לְטָמְאָה ח לָה וּטְרֵׁ י ה-נְבֵׁ  :בָהּ אֲנִּ

That which dies of itself, or is torn by beasts, he [the kohen] shall not eat of it, to defile 
himself with it" 
 
15a) Devarim 14:21 

לָה לַגֵׁר אֲשֶׁר-תֹאכְלוּ כָל-לֹא כא י עַם קָדוֹשׁ אַתָה -נְבֵׁ י כִּ תְנֶנָה וַאֲכָלָהּ אוֹ מָכֹר לְנָכְרִּ שְׁעָרֶיךָ תִּ בִּ
מוֹ -לֹהֶיךָ לֹא-לַה א   י בַחֲלֵׁב אִּ ל גְדִּ  :תְבַשֵׁ

"You shall not eat any animal that dies of itself; you shall give it to the stranger who 
is in your gates, that he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner, for you are a holy 
nation unto the Lord your God." 

 
16) Devarim 28:9 

שְׁבַע ט ימְךָ ה לוֹ לְעַם קָדוֹשׁ כַאֲשֶׁר נִּ שְׁמֹר אֶת-יְקִּ י תִּ צְוֹת ה א  -לָךְ כִּ דְרָכָיולֹהֶיךָ -מִּ  :וְהָלַכְתָ בִּ

 
"The Lord shall establish you for Himself as a holy nation, as He promised you, if you 
keep the commandments of the Lord your God and follow in His ways." 
  
 

Joshua Berman 
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