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1)Rav Tzadok 

"The reason why it says, 'These are the words,' is that this parasha contains two matters: 

one is that this is a repetition of the Torah, and it is the beginning of the Torah of Moshe 

Rabbeinu, which represents the Oral Torah, as it is written (Megilla 31b), 'Moshe uttered 

them [these words] from his own mouth, and as it is written, 'Moshe began to declare this 

Torah,' and as Rashi explains: 'He explained it to them in seventy languages.' And so we 

learn: 'She [wisdom] has hewn out her seven pillars' – this refers to the seven days of 

Creation (Sanhedrin 38a).  These are the seven lower attributes and as it is written in the 

Holy Zohar (Tosefet to Parashat Beha'alotekha 151a), with the seventh attribute 

corresponding to the Queen Shabbat,] or malkhut (kingship) – the mouth; it is called the 

Oral Law.] And so it is taught (Shabbat 116a): 'She has hewn out her seven pillars – 

these refer to the seven Books of the Torah.'] This Book is the seventh Book, 

corresponding to the attribute of malkhut… And this is the reason why this Sefer includes 

the Ten Commandments for a second time, as it is written (Shemot Rabba, parasha 47): 

'Now that you are contrite, I shall give you laws, midrash, and aggadot, etc 

 

1a) Ramban introduction to Sefer Devarim: 

Before he began explaining the Torah, he began to rebuke them and remind them of their 
sins, how much they rebelled in the desert and how the Almighty acted with the Attribute 
of Kindness. This was to inform them of His great kindness with them so that they would 
not return to their iniquity, lest they add to all their sins, and to encourage them, by letting 
them know that He will forever deal with them with the Attribute of Kindness. Nobody will 
then say that it is impossible to conquer the land, for there is nobody who does not sin, 
and were the Attribute of Justice be employed against him, he will be destroyed. Moshe 
therefore informed them that the Almighty is merciful and full of compassion, and His 
forgiveness and absolution serve as help and support for people in His service... These 
words of introduction and reproof extend until... the verse 'Observe His laws and 
commandments, which I enjoin upon you this day, that it may go well with you and your 
children after you, and that you may long remain in the land that the Lord your God is 
assigning to you for all time' (4:40). Moshe then called to all of Israel who were before 
him and said, 'Hear O Israel, the laws...' and began explaining the Torah, the Ten 
Commandments. 

2) vilna goan 

"Know that [all the text] from "These are the things" up to "the Lord our God" are the 

introduction to the Sefer. Therefore these verses include three mentions of Moshe 

speaking: "These are the things which Moshe spoke…"; "Moshe spoke to Bnei Yisrael"; 

and "Moshe began…." [The reason for this is] because this Sefer has three parts: from 

the beginning of the Sefer up to "Moshe called out," preceding the Ten Commandments, 

teaching 'mussar'; then, from "Moshe called out" up to the blessings and the curses in 

parashat Ki Tavo, teaching the commandments; and from then on [the section] dealing 

with the blessings and the curses and the other matters. Therefore prior to "Moshe called 

out" the text says, "These are the testimonies and the statutes…," and thereafter it 
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https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.116a?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
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begins, "Moshe called out" – which is all the same subject. Likewise before the blessings 

it says, "he explained well," and thereafter, "Moshe spoke." 

And these three [matters] represent all of the Torah, and the Torah also consists of three 

Books – Shemot, Vayikra, Bamidbar. Bereishit is the root of all of the Torah. And 

therefore the Midrash is also divided into three parts: Sifra, Sifri, and Mekhilta. And this 

the meaning of the teaching, "He gave a three-part teaching" (Shabbat 88a), meaning 

three books. And the three parts of Sefer Devarim correspond to the three Books of 

Torah. In other words, "These are the names" (Shemot) corresponds to "These are the 

things"; "Vayikra" ("And He called out") corresponds to "Moshe called out," and 

"Bamidbar" corresponds to "Moshe spoke (va-yedaber)…."" 

 

rebuke 1-4:40 Verse 1-2 shemot 

mitzvot 5-26:19 3-4 Vayikra 

covenant 27-34 5 bamibar 

 

3) Ralbag-End of Shemot 

Perhaps we may say that it was the convention at the time of the giving of the Torah to fashion 

literature in this way and that the prophet expresses himself through the conventions of the times. 

4) Shemot 20:8-11 

 
 :יֹום ַהַשָבת ְלַקְדׁשוֹ -ָזכֹור ֶאת ח

ֶׁשת יא י ׁשֵׁ ים ָעָשה ה ֶאת-כִּ ם ְוֶאת-ָימִּ ָבם ַוָיַנח ַביֹום -ֲאֶׁשר-ָכל-ַהָים ְוֶאת-ָהָאֶרץ ֶאת-ַהָשַמיִּ
י ַעל יעִּ ַרְך ה ֶאת-ַהְשבִּ ן בֵׁ הּו-כֵׁ  :יֹום ַהַשָבת ַוְיַקְדׁשֵׁ

"Remember the Shabbat day to sanctify it… For [in] six days God made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and He rested on the 
seventh day; therefore God blessed the Shabbat day and sanctified it."  

 

4a) Devarim 5:12-15 

ְּוָך ה א  -ָׁשמֹור ֶאת יב  ::ֹלֶהיָך-יֹום ַהַשָבת ְלַקְדׁשֹו ַכֲאֶׁשר צִּ
ֲאָך ה א   טו ם ַוֹיצִּ ְצַריִּ יָת ְבֶאֶרץ מִּ י ֶעֶבד ָהיִּ ְזֹרַע ְנטּוָיה ַעל-ְוָזַכְרָת כִּ ָשם ְבָיד ֲחָזָקה ּובִּ -ֹלֶהיָך מִּ

ְּוָך ה א   ן צִּ  :יֹום ַהַשָבת-ֹלֶהיָך ַלֲעשֹות ֶאת-כֵׁ

"Observe the Shabbat day to sanctify it… in order that your manservant and 
your maidservant shall rest like you. And you shall remember that you were 
a servant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out of there 
with a strong hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your God 
commands you to observe the Shabbat day."  
 

5) Vayikra 23:40 

https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.88a?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
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ץ מ ים ַוֲעַנף עֵׁ ץ ָהָדר ַכֹפת ְתָמרִּ י עֵׁ אׁשֹון ְפרִּ י-ּוְלַקְחֶתם ָלֶכם ַביֹום ָהרִּ ָנַחל -ָעֹבת ְוַעְרבֵׁ
ְפנֵׁי ה א   ים-ּוְשַמְחֶתם לִּ ְבַעת ָימִּ יֶכם ׁשִּ  :ֹלהֵׁ

"And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of a beautiful tree, branches 
of the date palm, and twigs from the tree with thick bark, and willows of the river, 
and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven days." 

5a) Devarim 16:12-14 

י יב יָת ֶאת-ְוָזַכְרָת כִּ ם ְוָׁשַמְרָת ְוָעשִּ ְצָריִּ יָת ְבמִּ ֶלה-ֶעֶבד ָהיִּ ים ָהאֵׁ  :ַהֻחקִּ
 
י ְוַהגֵׁר ְוַהָיתֹום ְוָהַאְלָמָנה ֲאֶׁשר יד וִּ ֶתָך ְוַעְבְדָך ַוֲאָמֶתָך ְוַהלֵׁ ְנָך ּובִּ  ְוָשַמְחָת ְבַחֶגָך ַאָתה ּובִּ

ְׁשָעֶריָך  :בִּ

"And you shall remember that you were a servant in Egypt… and you shall rejoice in 
your festival – you and your son and your daughter, and your manservant and your 
maidservant, and the Levite and the stranger and the orphan and the widow who are 
in your gates." 

6) Shemot 17:14 

י-ַוֹיאֶמר ה ֶאל יד ים ְבָאְזנֵׁי ְיהֹוֻׁשַע כִּ ֶפר ְושִּ ָכרֹון ַבסֵׁ זֵֶׁכר -ָמֹחה ֶאְמֶחה ֶאת-מֶׁשה ְכֹתב ֹזאת זִּ
ם ַתַחת ַהָשָמיִּ  :ֲעָמלֵׁק מִּ

"For I shall surely erase the memory of Amalek from under the heavens" 

6a) Devarim 25:17-19 

ת ֲאֶׁשרָזכֹור  יז ם-אֵׁ ְצָריִּ מִּ אְתֶכם מִּ ק ַבֶדֶרְך ְבצֵׁ  :ָעָשה ְלָך ֲעָמלֵׁ
ים-ֲאֶׁשר ָקְרָך ַבֶדֶרְך ַוְיַזנֵׁב ְבָך ָכל יח ֹלהִּ א א  ים ַאֲחֶריָך ְוַאָתה ָעיֵׁף ְוָיגֵַׁע ְוֹלא ָירֵׁ ָׁשלִּ  :ַהֶנח 
יַח ה א   יט ָכלֹלֶהיָך-ְוָהָיה ְבָהנִּ יב ָבָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ה- ְלָך מִּ ָסבִּ ן ְלָך ַנֲחָלה -א-ֹאְיֶביָך מִּ ֹלֶהיָך ֹנתֵׁ

ְמֶחה ֶאת ְׁשָתּה תִּ ְׁשָכח-ְלרִּ ם ֹלא תִּ ַתַחת ַהָשָמיִּ  :זֵֶׁכר ֲעָמלֵׁק מִּ

"For meeting you on the way, and attacking the stragglers who trailed after you, while 
you were tired and weary…"For meeting you on the way, and attacking the stragglers 
who trailed after you, while you were tired and weary 

 

7) Devarim 7:7-8 

ים ָכל-ָהַעמִּ י-ַאֶתם ַהְמַעט מִּ ְבַחר ָבֶכם כִּ ים ָחַׁשק ה ָבֶכם ַויִּ ָכל-ָהַעמִּ ֻרְבֶכם מִּ  :ז ֹלא מֵׁ
יא ה ֶאְתֶכם ְבָיד  יֶכם הֹוצִּ ְׁשַבע ַלֲאֹבתֵׁ ָשְמרֹו ֶאת-ַהְשֻבָעה ֲאֶׁשר נִּ ַאֲהַבת ה ֶאְתֶכם ּומִּ י מֵׁ ח כִּ

ם ְצָריִּ ַיד ַפְרֹעה ֶמֶלְך-מִּ ים מִּ ית ֲעָבדִּ בֵׁ ְפְדָך מִּ  :ֲחָזָקה ַויִּ

"It is not because you are more numerous than any other nation that God set His love 
upon you and chose you, for you were the fewest among all the nations; [rather,] it 
was out of God's love for you, and for Him to keep the oath which He swore to your 
forefathers… 
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8) Devarim 23:6 

י  ְבָרָכה כִּ ֱ ֹלֶהיָך ְלָך ֶאת-ַהְקָלָלה לִּ ְלָעם ַוַיֲהֹפְך ה א- ְׁשֹמַע ֶאל-בִּ ו ְוֹלא-ָאָבה ה א-ֱ ֹלֶהיָך לִּ
ְבָך ה א  -ֹלֶהיָך  :ֲאהֵׁ

"The Lord your God would not listen to Bil'am, and the Lord your God transformed the 
curse into a blessing, for the Lord your God loves you." 

9) Devarim 6:5 

ת ה א  -ֹלֶהיָך ְבָכל-ְלָבְבָך ּוְבָכל-ַנְפְׁשָך ּוְבָכל-ְמֹאֶדָך  :ה ְוָאַהְבָת אֵׁ

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your might" (6:5); 
  

10) Devarim 11:1 

ים ְצֹוָתיו ָכל-ַהָימִּ ְׁשָפָטיו ּומִּ ְׁשַמְרתֹו ְוֻחֹקָתיו ּומִּ ת ה א  -ֹלֶהיָך ְוָׁשַמְרָת מִּ  :א ְוָאַהְבָת אֵׁ

"You shall love the Lord your God and observe His charge and His statutes and His 
judgments and His commandments for all time." 

11) Devarim 30:2-5 

"And you shall return to the Lord your God, and obey Him… and the Lord your God will 
bring back your captivity, and have mercy upon you, and gather you back from all of the 
nations… and the Lord your God will bring you to the land which your forefathers inherited, 
and you shall take possession of it, and He shall be good to you, and multiply you more 
than your fathers."  

י ְמַצְּוָך ַהיֹום ַאָתה ּוָבֶניָך ְבָכל-ֹלֶהיָך ְוָׁשַמְעָת ְבֹקלֹו ְכֹכל ֲאֶׁשר-ה א  -ְוַׁשְבָת ַעד ב -ְלָבְבָך ּוְבָכל-ָאֹנכִּ
 :ָךַנְפׁשֶ 

ָכל-ֹלֶהיָך ֶאת-ְוָׁשב ה א   ג ֶבְצָך מִּ ֲחֶמָך ְוָׁשב ְוקִּ יְצָך ה א  -ְׁשבּוְתָך ְורִּ פִּ ים ֲאֶׁשר ה   :ֹלֶהיָך ָׁשָמה-ָהַעמִּ
ם ד ָשם ְיַקֶבְצָך ה א  -אִּ ם מִּ ה ַהָשָמיִּ ְקצֵׁ ַדֲחָך בִּ ְהֶיה נִּ ָקֶחָך-יִּ ָשם יִּ  :ֹלֶהיָך ּומִּ
יֲאָך ה א   ה בִּ ֲאֹבֶתיָך-ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר- ֶאלֹלֶהיָך-ֶוה  ְרְבָך מֵׁ ְבָך ְוהִּ יטִּ ְׁשָתּה ְוהֵׁ ירִּ  :ָיְרׁשּו ֲאֹבֶתיָך וִּ

 
12) Devarim 30:6 
 

ַנְפְׁשָך ְלַמַען -ְלָבְבָך ּוְבָכל-ֹלֶהיָך ְבָכל-ה א  -ְלַבב ַזְרֶעָך ְלַאֲהָבה ֶאת-ְלָבְבָך ְוֶאת-ֹלֶהיָך ֶאת-ּוָמל ה א   ו
 ַחֶייָך

 
"And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, that you may live." 

 
13) Devarim 11:12 
 

ינֵׁי ה א  -ה א  -ֶאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר יב יד עֵׁ ׁש ֹאָתּה ָתמִּ ית ָׁשָנה-ֹלֶהיָך ֹדרֵׁ ית ַהָשָנה ְוַעד ַאֲחרִּ ׁשִּ רֵׁ  :ֹלֶהיָך ָבּה מֵׁ

 
"from the beginning of the year until the end of the year" 
 
14) Vayikra 21:5-6 
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ְשְרטּו ָשָרֶטת-ֹלא ה ְבָשָרם ֹלא יִּ ְקְרחּו[ ָקְרָחה ְבֹראָׁשם ּוְפַאת ְזָקָנם ֹלא ְיַגלֵׁחּו ּובִּ ְקְרֻחה( ]יִּ  :)יִּ
ם א   ו יֶהם ְוֹלא ְיַחְללּו ׁשֵׁ ְהיּו לֵׁאֹלהֵׁ ים יִּ י ֶאת-ְקדׁשִּ יֶהם כִּ י ה ֶלֶחם א  -ֹלהֵׁ שֵׁ ם -אִּ יֶהם הֵׁ ֹלהֵׁ

ם ְוָהיּו ֹקֶדׁש יבִּ  :ַמְקרִּ

"They shall not make a bald patch on their head, nor shall they shave the corners of their 
beard, nor make any cut in their flesh. They shall be holy to their God, and shall not 
profane the Name of their God, for it is the offerings of the Lord made by fire, the bread 
of their God, that they offer up; therefore they shall be holy." 
 
14a) Devarim 14:1-2 

ים ַאֶתם ַלה א   א ְתֹגֲדדּו ְוֹלא-ָבנִּ יֶכם ֹלא תִּ ת-ֹלהֵׁ ינֵׁיֶכם ָלמֵׁ ין עֵׁ ימּו ָקְרָחה בֵׁ  :ָתשִּ
י ַעם ָקדֹוׁש ַאָתה ַלה א   ב ים ֲאֶׁשר ַעל-כִּ ֹכל ָהַעמִּ ְהיֹות לֹו ְלַעם ְסגָֻלה מִּ י -ֹלֶהיָך ּוְבָך ָבַחר ה לִּ ְפנֵׁ

 :ָהֲאָדָמה

 
"You are children to the Lord your God; you shall not gash yourselves, nor make a 
baldness between your eyes for the dead. For you are a holy nation unto the Lord 
your God, and the Lord your God has chosen you to be a special possession for 
Himself out of all the nations that are upon the face of the earth." 

 
15) Vayikra 22:8 

ָפה ֹלא ֹיאַכל ְלָטְמָאה ח ָלה ּוְטרֵׁ י ה-ְנבֵׁ  :ָבּה ֲאנִּ

That which dies of itself, or is torn by beasts, he [the kohen] shall not eat of it, to defile 
himself with it" 
 
15a) Devarim 14:21 

ָלה ַלגֵׁר ֲאֶׁשר-ֹתאְכלּו ָכל-ֹלא כא י ַעם ָקדֹוׁש ַאָתה -ְנבֵׁ י כִּ ְתֶנָנה ַוֲאָכָלּה אֹו ָמֹכר ְלָנְכרִּ ְׁשָעֶריָך תִּ בִּ
מוֹ -ֹלֶהיָך ֹלא-ַלה א   י ַבֲחלֵׁב אִּ ל ְגדִּ  :ְתַבשֵׁ

"You shall not eat any animal that dies of itself; you shall give it to the stranger who 
is in your gates, that he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner, for you are a holy 
nation unto the Lord your God." 

 
16) Devarim 28:9 

ְׁשַבע ט יְמָך ה לֹו ְלַעם ָקדֹוׁש ַכֲאֶׁשר נִּ ְׁשֹמר ֶאת-ְיקִּ י תִּ ְצֹות ה א  -ָלְך כִּ ְדָרָכיוֹלֶהיָך -מִּ  :ְוָהַלְכָת בִּ

 
"The Lord shall establish you for Himself as a holy nation, as He promised you, if you 
keep the commandments of the Lord your God and follow in His ways." 
  
 

Joshua Berman 
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