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4) 1 In those days arose Mattathias the son of John, the son of Simeon, a priest of the
sons of Joarib, from Jerusalem, and dwelt in Modin. 2 And he had five sons, Joannan,
called Caddis: 3 Simon; called Thassi: 4 Judas, who was called Maccabeus: 5 Eleazar,
called Avaran: and Jonathan, whose surname was Apphus. 6 And when he saw the
blasphemies that were committed in Juda and Jerusalem, 7 He said, Woe is me!
wherefore was | born to see this misery of my people, and of the holy city, and to dwell
there, when it was delivered into the hand of the enemy, and the sanctuary into the
hand of strangers? 8 Her temple is become as a man without glory. 9 Her glorious
vessels are carried away into captivity, her infants are slain in the streets, her young
men with the sword of the enemy. 10 What nation hath not had a part in her kingdom
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and gotten of her spoils? 11 All her ornaments are taken away; of a free woman she is
become a bondslave. 12 And, behold, our sanctuary, even our beauty and our glory, is
laid waste, and the Gentiles have profaned it. 13 To what end therefore shall we live
any longer?
39 Now when Mattathias and his friends understood hereof, they mourned for
them right sore. 40 And one of them said to another, If we all do as our brethren
have done, and fight not for our lives and laws against the heathen, they will now
quickly root us out of the earth. 41 At that time therefore they decreed, saying,
Whosoevershall come to make battle with us on the sabbath day, we will fight
against him; neither will we die all, as our brethren that were murdered in the
secret places

1 Book of Maccabees, Ch 2
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8) For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing from and
contradicting one another, [as the Greeks have,] but only twenty-two books, which
contain the records of all the past times;
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Against Apion Book 1:8
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13) When | was carried away captive to Nineveh, all my brethren and my relatives ate the
food of the Gentiles; but | kept myself from eating it because | remembered God with all my
heart”

Tobit 1:10-11

14) (Judith is said to carry her own food and utensils into the camp of Holophernes and to
refuse what he offers her) “Lest it be an offense”
Judith 12:1-4
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16) So all went forth and none was left in the bedchamber, neither little nor great. Then Judith,
standing by his bed, said in her heart, O Lord God of all power, look at this present upon the
works of mine hands for the exaltation of Jerusalem. & For now is the time to help thine
inheritance, and to execute thine enterprizes to the destruction of the enemies which are risen
against us.

Book of Judith 13:4

17) Thy servant has not eaten at Haman’s table, and | have not honored the king’s feast or
drunk the wine of the libations”
OG Esther 14:17
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Silver rhytons such as this were ubiquitous and used as a
drinking vessels in Persia, underscoring the eclectic taste of the Achaemenids; the fanciful
beast that forms its base is both mammal and bird
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The use of lots for a variety of legal and commercial purposes is well attested in every
period of ancient Mesopotamian history and the typical verb used in all these contexts, in
Sumerian as well as in both dialects of Akkadian, is one of the many terms for "to fall" or "to
throw" Thus, for example, it was cus- tomary in Babylonia, when a per- son died intestate, to
divide the inheritance among the eligible heirs by lot. This was expressed in Sumerian as
"they made the divi-sion (of the property) and cast lots (to distribute it)" (I'-ba-e-ne gish-
shub-ba 1-shub-bu-ne: CAD | 198d), and in the Babylonian dialect of Akkadian as either
"they have cast lots, they have divided (the prop- erty)" (isqa iddii zizii: CAD | 199a and M

2:33b), or "the share that falls to him by lot" (zittu isigshu imaqqutu: ibid.)
(THE FIRST PURIM: WILLIAM W. HALLO; GAMING DICE AND DICE FOR
PROGNOSTICATION IN THE ANCIENT EAST IN LIGHT OF THE FINDS FROM
MOUNT EBAL: DR RON BEERI, DR DROR BEN-YOSEF)
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29) Tragedy is alien to the Judaic sense of the world. The book of Job is always cited
as an instance of tragic vision. But that black fable stands on the outer edge of
Judaism, and even here an orthodox hand asserted the claims of justice against those
of tragedy...This demand for justice is the pride and burden of the Judaic tradition.
Yeh-vah is just, even in His fury. Often the balance of retribution or reward seems
fearfully awry, or the proceedings of God appear unendurably slow. But over the sum of
time, there can be no doubt that the ways of God to man are just. Not only are they
just, they are rational. The Judaic spirit is vehement in its conviction that the order of
the universe and of man’s estate is accessible to reason. The ways of the Lord are
neither wanton nor absurd. We may fully apprehend them if we give to our inquiries the
clear-sightedness of obedience...
Tragic drama arises out of precisely the contrary assertion: necessity is blind and
man’s encounter with it shall rob him of his eyes, whether it be in Thebes or in Gaza.
The assertion is Greek, and the tragic sense of life built upon it is the foremost
contribution of the Greek genius to our legacy. It is impossible to tell precisely where or
how the notion of formal tragedy first came to possess the imagination. But the lliad is
the primer of tragic art. In it are set forth the motifs and images around which the sense
of the tragic has crystallized during nearly three thousand years of western poetry: the
shortness of heroic life, the exposure of man to the murderousness and caprice of the
inhuman, the fall of the City. Note the crucial distinction: the fall of Jericho or
Jerusalem is merely just, whereas the fall of Troy is the first great metaphor of tragedy.
Where a city is destroyed because it has defied God, its destruction is a passing instant
in the rational design of God’s purpose
The Judaic vision sees in disaster a specific moral fault or failure of understanding. The
Greek tragic poets assert that the forces which shape or destroy our lives lie outside the
governance of reason or justice. Worse than that: there are around us daemonic
energies which prey upon the soul and turn it to madness or which poison our will so
that we inflict irreparable outrage upon ourselves and those we love....
To the Jew there is a marvelous continuity between knowledge and action; to the Greek
an ironic abyss...

George Steiner: The Death of Tragedy

30) Comedy was the licensed clown of the Athenian democracy; in its proper place and
time is civic and religious duty was to release its audience from restraints and
inhibitions...For an hour or two at the end of the day comedy had license to turn the
world upside-down. Its plots defy reality...[they] are all events so utterly impossible that
their presentation on stage constitutes no threat whatsoever to established
unstitutions...The proper function of comedy was not to advise but to be outrageous. It
is the safety-valve of the emotional pressures generated by life in the polis and, like the
reign of the Lord of Misrule in medieval England of the freedom granted to slaves at the
Roman Satrunalia, it offers a utopian vision of revolution which serves to reinforce the
solidity of the existing order
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(Knox, B M Athenian Religion and Literature)



