Light in the Darkness: Understanding Makkat Choshech
Matan, 5780

Mrs. Leah Herzog

Shemot 10: 21-23
Makkat Choshech often gets lost in the shuffle, as it is the penultimate maah.
1. Understanding the format of the Makkot and where Choshech fits in
2. Understanding the pshat
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3. Malbim—Close reading of the text
Malbim begins by quoting Abarbanel:
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For Malbim, , however, all the makkot are miraculous.
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4. Creation of Light (and Darkness)
Both in their miraculous form and content, the makkot connect back to the Creation.
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